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Urban Waterfronts

New York, Hudson River

Buenos Aires,Rio de la Plata River Kongoussi, White Volta RiverLondon, Themes River

Brisbane, Brisbane RiverShanghai, Huangpu River

AustraliaAsia

Africa

Almost all cities around the world were built along rivers, 

or along a coast of an ocean, sea or lake. 

Waterfronts are actually everywhere!

They have a vital urban role and they are a major asset.

South America

North America

Europe
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Deterioration of Rivers

During the 20th century many of the rivers have been 

polluted, deteriorated, and they lost their significant roles. 

The rivers became a nuisance to the urban environment. 
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Restoration of Rivers
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In recent years, major efforts of river restoration have 

brought many rivers back to life.  

Before - 1996 After - 2013

Alexander River Cross border river - Collaboration between Israeli and Palestinian neighbors.

Planning and Managing: Arch. Amos Brandeis
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Restoration of Rivers and Urban Waterfronts
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River restoration is on the catchment (basin) level. 

Urban areas are usually just a very small part of the 

catchment, even in the case of urban rivers.

Tel Aviv

Yangtze catchment (1,800,000 km2)Wuhan

Yarqon River catchment (1,800 km2)
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A Comprehensive and Interdisciplinary Approach -

To Restore a River is Like Solving the Rubikôs Cube
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Restored Rivers and Urban Waterfronts
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The restored rivers, flowing through both historic and 

new parts of cities, can become an ñUrban Celebrationò.

Mersey River, First Winner of the International Riverprize (1999)
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Urban Waterfronts
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The place in the city for the people to meet and enjoy.

A huge urban potential.

Hong Kong Light and Sound Evening Show
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What Makes Waterfronts Successful?
Not only beautiful, but also alive. 

Part of the Urban Structure and life. 

What makes places successful?

Hobart Waterfront, Tasmania
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How to Plan a Successful Waterfront?
No planning prescriptions. Every place is different.

Planning principles can be defined based on analyses of case studies.

These should be critically examined when planning a waterfront.

Barcelona
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Public Participation
The best (and actually the only) way to plan an urban waterfront, 

is with the people who live there and use/will use the place. They can 

best define what they need and want & what are the key values.

Lake Bam, Burkina FasoYavne, Israel)

Michmoret, Israel

Rahat (Bedouins), Israel

Ecological Island, New Zealand Alexander River, Israel
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Planning Principles - Urban Planning Scale

Planning must begin on Urban and even Metropolitan scale: 

Planning, not only Urban Design, Architecture or Landscaping.

Definition of the role and vision on a wide scale. 

Kishon River, Israel Planning: Arch. Amos Brandeis
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Mixed uses are essential to make a place alive 24/7.
Liveable cities are based on the presence of peopleé

Kishon River, Israel

Planning: Arch. Amos Brandeis
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Mixed Uses and Variety of Urban Activities
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